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Youth Video Authorship
Social media has a great impact on children and teenagers in this modern era especially in the way they connect and identify themselves with each other. Unlike in the past where children content was created by specific individuals or companies, today youths and children author and publicize their own materials in various platforms that can influence the behavior and opinions of their audience. Among the active social media platforms include, YouTube, Vine, Twitch, Instagram, Snapchat, and Facebook. Majority of parents have granted their children the control and authority to dictate their video authorship with little or no parental supervision.
Research study conducted by Pew Online identified that the content of youth authored video is normally staged, scripted or choreographed. The staged activities mainly involve rapping, singing, dancing or any other performance for the camera. Besides that, the videos can also originate from their day to day activities whether performing or saying funny things or showcasing their creativity. Youths also aim at providing videos that are educative in nature or sharing their recent happy moments with their audience of an event. Another common category of the content of youth authored videos include video selfies and reposting video clips of other authors.
Young people approach the social media platforms and use them in a different way compared to how the adults approach the sites. For instance, adults consider online video sharing as a means to collect and store important videos on their lives or somebody close for future reference or usage. The content of adult authored videos is also different and mainly consists of real events that occurred in one’s life like day to day activities, events, or filming their pets. On the other hand, children approach online video as a platform to perform their activities whether real or staged, narrate stories or express their views. 
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